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of a "heretic" colony on land she claimed as her
own, and Pedro Menendez de Aviles [g.z/.] had
been sent to drive off the French, although there
was nominal peace between the two nations.
Menendez, after building St. Augustine, sailed
for the St. John's River, had a skirmish with
Ribaut's fleet, and was beaten off. Ribaut then
sailed to attack the Spaniards, leaving Fort Caro-
line practically defenseless. Menendez, during
Ribaut's absence, marched overland, attacked and
captured the fort, and massacred most of its in-
habitants. A few, including Laudonniere, es-
caped to France. Meanwhile Ribaut ran into a
violent storm, his fleet was scattered, and his
flagship wrecked on the coast south of St. Augus-
tine, Starvation drove the French into the pow-
er of the Spaniards. Menendez disarmed them,
inquired if they were "Lutherans," and on re-
ceiving an affirmative answer, "put them to the
knife." Ribaut was stabbed to death, and it was
reported that his body was treated with indig-
nity. His ability was recognized by his enemy,
Menendez, who said of him (Connor, post, pp.
35-36): "He could do more in one year than
another in ten, for he was the most experienced
seaman and corsair known and very skilful in
this navigation of the Indies and the coasts of
Florida.11

[Ribaut's Whole And True Discouerye was reprint-
ed by Richard Hakluyt, in Divers Voyages (London,
1582) and has been reproduced in facsimile together
with a manuscript version found in the British Museum
and a biography, in Jeannette T. Connor, Jean RVbaut
(Fla. State Hist. Soc., 1927). See also Rene Goulaine
de Laudonniere, UHistoire notable de Floride Fran-
gaise (Paris, 1586) ; the narrative of a survivor, Nico-
las le Challeux, Discovrs de VHistoire de la Floride
(Dieppe, 1566), translated as A True and Perfect De-
scription of the Last Voyage or Navigation, Attempted
by Capitaine lohn Rybaud (1566), reproduced in fac-
simile in Mass. Hist. Soc. Photostatic Reproductions,
no. 13 (1920) ; Requests au Roy (1566), the petition of
the widows and children of the victims, reproduced in
the same series (1929) ; Francis Parkman, Pioneers of
France in the New World (1865) I Paul Gafferel, His-
toire de la Floride Franfaise (Paris, 1875) ; Wood-
bury Lowery, The Spanish Settlements^withinthe Limits
of the C7. S.: Florida (1905) ; material on the English
expedition of Stukeley in Calendar of State Papers:
Spanish, 1558-1567 (1892).]                       L.P.K.

RICE, ALEXANDER HAMILTON (Aug.
30, i8i8-July 22,1895), manufacturer, congress-
man, governor of Massachusetts, was the son of
Thomas and Lydia (Smith) Rice. Born at New-
ton Lower Falls, Mass., where his father was
proprietor of a paper mill, he attended public
and private schools in and near Newton, obtain-
ing at the same time considerable training in his
father's business. At seventeen he entered a dry-
goods store in Boston as a clerk, but was forced
to return home shortly on account of illness. Two
years later he was employed in Boston by Wil-
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kins & Carter, wholesale dealers in paper and
publishers of music books and dictionaries. He
joined the Mercantile Library Association, where
he found books to study and, at its meetings,
stimulating friends. His ambition was stirred,
and with the encouragement of J. H. Wilkins,
one of his employers, he entered Union College
in 1840. A disfigurement of his upper lip, the
result of being thrown from a horse, not only
delayed his entrance into college but also pre-
vented him from going into law as he had in-
tended. In time, however, the scar on his lip
became practically unnoticeable, while he com-
pletely overcame the impediment in his speech
which had been caused by the injury. He grad-
uated from Union in 1844 with highest honors,
and the following year returned to Boston as a
member of the firm by which he had previously
been employed. He later headed the concern,
which in 1889 came to be the Rice-Kendall Com-
pany, manufacturing paper in Newton with
warehouses and offices in Boston. At the time
of his death he was also president of the Keith
Paper Company at Turner's Falls, and of the
American Sulphate Pulp Company, and a direc-
tor of the Montague Paper Company. His other
business interests included the Massachusetts
National Bank, the American Loan and Trust
Company (Boston), and the Mutual Life In-
surance Company (New York).

Rice entered politics in 1853 as a Whig mem-
ber of the Common Council of Boston. Reelect-
ed in 1854, he was made its president. He was
one of the organizers of the Republican party in
Massachusetts, and he was that party's first
mayor of Boston (1856 and 1857), though elect-
ed on the "Citizen's" ticket over the "Know-
Nothing" candidate. During his terms as mayor,
improvements in the Back Bay section were in-
augurated, the City Hospital was established,
and the city's public institutions were organized
under a single board. He returned to politics as
a Republican congressman (1859-67), being as-
signed to the Committee on Naval Affairs, of
which he was chairman in 1866. From 1876 to
1878 he was governor of Massachusetts. Dur-
ing his three terms he was much interested in
social legislation, but a plan for the reorganiza-
tion of the state charities presented during this
period by a special commission was rejected by
the legislature. The hospitals for the insane at
Danvers and Worcester were completed while
he was in office. He commuted, on the grounds
of youth, the death sentence of Jesse Pomeroy,
the notorious murderer. His stand against
change in the new local-option law on the grounds
that there were no evidences of flagrant evils
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